CORNSNAKE CARE SHEET
By Reptilians
 Introduction
Cornsnakes ( Elaphe guttata guttata ) are one of the most available snakes in the pet trade today. These North American species are easy to keep, easy to handle and easy to breed. Cornsnakes come in an array of colours which makes them so popular in fact there is no other snake specie in the world that has more variety in colours and pattern than the corn snake. Cornsnakes are relatively small, they range anything from 40cm to 1.2 meters in length which makes them very easy to handle. So if you are looking to start keeping a snake then the corn snake is the way to go, below we go into more detail on how to keep your cornsnake happy.
 Housing In Captivity
Cornsnakes are pretty easy to house, hatchlings can be housed in a plastic tubs measuring 15cm X 25cm and 10cm in height with a tight fit lid and ventilation holes on the side of the tub. In the tub you must have a water bowl and a hide spot which can be anything from stripS of newspaper to toilet paper or even a toilet paper roll. A hide spot is essential for hatchlings as they feel very insecure when they are so young and if they do not have a hide spot that they feel secure and one can pick up problems with feeding. Hatchling corn snakes should also be kept separately as they stress each other out, bottom line being that hatchlings do much better when they are housed alone. If you like, adult corn snakes can be kept in something more attractive as a wooden snake cage with sliding glass in front, a plastic tub can also be used if you don’t wish to display your snake, the tub must measure at least 70cm X 50cm and 20cm in height once again with a tight fit lid as corn snakes ARE escape artists and of course ventilation holes on the side of the tub. Inside it must be pretty much the same as above except you can now use the base of a pot plant or a shoebox as a hide spot just cut out a hole for the snake to get in and out of. You can also decorate your enclosure. Most pet stores will have an array of decorative features.
 Substrate
You can keep your cornsnake on a number of different substrates such as
-     Astroturf
-     Corncob
-     Pine Shavings
-     Carpet
-    Newspaper is my favourite, its not that attractive but its the cheapest and the easiest to keep clean all you have to do is fold up and throw it away.
 Do not use cedar, bark shavings, sand and gravel as these are either toxic or not absorbent which promotes growth of bacteria. Always keep your substrate clean and you will have no problems with bacteria.
 Heating
Eating is very important if not the most important key to successfully keeping and breeding corn snakes. We are very fortunate in South Africa as having excellent weather means we don’t have to go into great detail on heating. There are many different types of heating methods, the best method of heating is to use a heating pad which is placed under the tub that you are using or in your snake cage. Be sure to put a substrate over the heating pad so the snake does not lie directly on top of it. The temperatures should be between 25 and 30 degrees, which can be controlled with a temperature thermostat. When placing the heating pad place it only on quarter of the enclosure ensuring that there is a cool spot in the enclosure. Don’t use heat sources such as hot rocks as they concentrate heat in one place and contact will burn your snake and can be deadly. Heating is also very important for the digestive system. If you intend to feed your snake through winter the heating pad must stay on at all times.
  Feeding
 In Captivity corn snakes should be fed captive bred mice only, don’t feed them wild caught mice as they may carry parasites. Hatchlings should be fed 1 mouse pinkie a week or every 4 days, yearlings can start on mouse fuzzies or rat pups where adult corns can eat a fully grown mouse or big rat pups. Corn snakes don’t tend to be fussy eaters when they are adults although you do get the odd corn that will only eat mice and the odd corn that will only eat rat pups. Remember to always feed you snakes separately. Hatchlings are also pretty easy to get eating they do a lot better when they are kept separately. This takes a lot more tubs and space but it is well worth it. The reason being that when they are so young they feel insecure and scared and if they are all kept in one tub they stress each other out, your success rate of hatchlings feeding straight from the word go is much higher. Most people keep all there hatchlings in one tub then they are separated into individual tubs to get fed then they are put back into the one tub and that’s where it all goes downhill, snakes want to be left alone after they have eaten. Over feeding and food items that are to large for your snake can be dangerous to your snakes health and can also result in regurgitation. Make sure you put a water bowl in your enclosure when the snake has finished eating, as 9 out of 10 snakes will want to drink water after eating. 
 Breeding
 Corn snakes are probably the easiest snake to breed in captivity if you do come to this stage and feel that you are ready to breed your corns please do not hesitate to contact us for advice. Remember after the offspring hatch it is your responsibility to look after the hatchlings.
 Conclusion
Corn snakes are the most kept reptile pet in the world, they really do make wonderful pets, remember if you are interested in buying or have one already it is YOUR responsibility to look after and do the necessary research on your snake. This care sheet is not a complete informative document, read as many care sheets, books and internet sites and make sure that you are ready to own a snake, do all this and your experience will be rewarding and if you need any advice and help with your snake please do not hesitate to contact us. The above information is our personal experience with corn snakes and is merely a guide line for you guys. Enjoy your corn snake.
 Excellent Reading
The Corn snake Manual by Bill and Kathy Love    
Two of the world's foremost breeders of corn snakes joined to write the ultimate corn snake book covering every aspect of husbandry, breeding and medicine.  The authors also present an up-to-date discussion of all the current morphs.  As could be expected from renowned photographer Bill Love, this groundbreaking book is illustrated by numerous colour photographs showing why corn snakes are the most beautiful and best pet snakes in the world.
  The Guide To Owning A Corn snake by Jerry G.Walls
 Corn Snakes were one of the first snakes bred in captivity in large numbers, and today they are among the best of snakes for beginners.  Their many striking colour varieties and mutations cannot fail to attract the interest of keepers young and old. The Guide to Owning a Corn Snake provides all the information necessary to successfully keep and even breed colourful Corns.  It is also completely illustrated with excellent colour photos, a treat for the eye as well as the mind.
 Corn snakes Reptile Basics by R.D.Bartlett and Patricia Bartlett
 You'll learn how to select good specimens, determine sex, provide proper caging and nutritious feeding, and protect your reptiles against diseases and parasites.  There is also important information covering steps you'll need to take in case you plan to try breeding your reptiles.
Corn snakes And Other Ratsnakes by R.D.Bartlett and Patricia Bartlett 
Experts answer all your questions about corn snakes and other rat snakes: feeding, behaviour, health, caging, breeding, and much more.  Filled with full-colour photos, plus informative drawings in black and white.
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